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Mr. Bracken is the Legal Counsel for the Western States Water Council, which serves as a 

resource and advisor to the governors of 18 western states on water policy issues.  As Legal 

Counsel, he works with Council members, who are appointed by their respective governors, to 

develop and implement policies and initiatives on water issues affecting the western United 

States, including water reuse, exempt domestic wells, and Indian water rights settlements, among 

other issues.  He has also published hundreds of articles on water-related legislation and 

litigation as the Editor of Western States Water, a weekly, nationally-circulated newsletter 

focused on water policy.  In addition to various other articles and reports, he is the author of 

“Water Reuse in the West,” an extensive report focused on water reuse regulations, barriers, and 

programs in 17 western states scheduled for publication this spring in the West-Northwest 

Journal of Environmental Law and Policy.  Prior to joining the Council, Mr. Bracken worked in 

private practice as an attorney and mediator, focusing on alternative dispute resolution.  He is a 

graduate of Brigham Young University, where he received a B.A. in English and minored in 

Political Science.  Mr. Bracken received his J.D. from the University of Utah’s S.J. Quinney 

College of Law, where he served as the managing editor of a law journal.   

 

 

 

 


