Watershed Watch!: Where Are We Now?
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Watershed Watch! is a one-day, volunteer-based annual event designed to raise
awareness of human impacts to water quality, while providing a snapshot of the health of
the Boise River watershed. The main goals of Watershed Watch are: 1) raise awareness of
local water quality issues, aquatic resources and pollution prevention; 2) raise awareness
of our personal impacts to water quality, leading to behavior changes that lessen our
impact to the environment; 3) collect Tier 3 water quality data that may be used in long-
term trend analyses. Watershed Watch! began in September 2008 with a pilot program
held in conjunction with the Boise RiverSweep event and World Water Monitoring Day. To
date, close to 500 citizen scientists have participated in Watershed Watch!. Data have
been collected from more than 30 sites within the lower Boise River watershed - from
Lucky Peak and Dry Creek at the upper end to Star and Lake Lowell at the lower end.
General water quality data (water temperature, pH, dissolved oxygen, and turbidity) has
been collected since the beginning of the program. Bacteria and macroinvertebrate
surveys were added in 2009. Invasive species identification/education was added in 2010.
For 2011, a native species identification component will be added. Also, the addition of a
volunteer downstream Watershed Watch! coordinator will help to expand the number of
sampling sites and increase participation and awareness. The citizen monitoring data is
intended to supplement existing agency monitoring efforts; information is not used by
regulatory agencies. Data is posted on the Watershed Watch! website at:
www.BoiseWatershedWatch.org. The next Watershed Watch! event is scheduled for April
16, 2011. Please contact Cindy Busche at the Boise WaterShed if you are interested in
participating as a trainer or participant.



