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This form is to be used for DEQ review of proposed projects where a categorical exclusion is deemed appropriate early in the process.
Categories: Is the project "minor"? 
DEQ Objectives
Does the project (add narrative below each item):
Project Characteristics
All projects are initially considered for a CE. Project outcomes that may trigger a FONSI, other than mitigative effects that are not addressed via an independent regulatory authority, include:
1. Will provide capacity to serve a population projected to grow at a rate 25% in excess of the 20-year population growth rate expectations for the state as a whole according to the Idaho Division of Financial Management projections, and expected to change the current system's population by greater than 500 estimated residential units.
2. Directly or indirectly involves or relates to upgrading or extending infrastructure systems primarily for the purposes of future growth.
3. Is the project known or expected to have a significant effect on the quality of the human environment including a substantial increase in the volume or the mass of pollutant to the receiving water?
4. Is there a likelihood of significant public controversy?
Extraordinary Circumstances
Proposed actions which involve or include any of the following extraordinary circumstances require further consideration before determining if they are eligible to be categorically excluded. Note that circumstances are not considered "extraordinary" or "significant" if they refer to actions that are addressed under existing rules, regulations, permits, processes and/or consultations which lead to mitigation of potential adverse effects (e.g., IPDES, 404 permits, etc.). In addition, "significant" should be assessed in terms of context and intensity.
1. Is the proposed action known or expected to have potentially significant environmental impacts on the quality of the human environment either individually or cumulatively over time?
2. Is the proposed action known or expected to have disproportionately high and adverse human health or environmental effects on any community, including minority communities, low-income communities, or federally recognized Indian tribal communities?
3. Is the proposed action known or expected to significantly affect federally listed threatened or endangered species or their critical habitat?
4. Is the proposed action known or expected to significantly affect national natural landmarks or any property with nationally significant historic, architectural, or cultural value, including but not limited to, property listed on the National Register of Historic Places?
5. Is the proposed action known or expected to significantly affect  environmentally important natural resource areas such as wetlands, floodplains, significant agricultural lands, aquifer recharge zones, coastal zones, barrier islands, wild and scenic rivers, and significant fish or wildlife habitat?
6. Is the proposed project known or expected to cause significant adverse air quality effects?
7. Is the proposed action known or expected to have a significant effect on the pattern and type of land use (industrial, commercial, agricultural, recreational, residential) or growth and distribution of population including altering the character of existing residential areas, or may not be consistent with state or local government, or federally recognized Indian tribe approved land use plans or federal land management plans?
8. Is the proposed action known or expected to cause significant public controversy about a potential environmental impact of the proposed action?
9. Is the proposed action known or expected to be associated with providing financial assistance to a federal agency through an interagency agreement for a project that is known or expected to have potentially significant environmental impacts?
10. Is the proposed action known or expected to conflict with federal, state, or local government, or federally recognized Indian tribe environmental, resource-protection, or land-use laws or regulations?
If you were able to answer “no” to ALL of the above extraordinary circumstances questions, the proposed action qualifies for CE. 
 
Public Participation Efforts Required
1)   Limited English proficiency (LEP) population in the project area? If so, discuss options for outreach specific to the needs of this population.
2)   Publish notice of public meeting, typically in newspaper of record, reasonably in advance. Include meeting date/time/location. Explain how public can review documents and provide comment, when decision will be made and by whom, and provide affidavit of publication. 
3)   Public comment period must be minimum of 14 calendar days from publication date to explicit selection of alternative, longer if local ordinances require it or project is expected to be controversial; provide written comments and resolution. 
4)   Public meeting with presentation of alternatives, including environmental screening analysis; provide sign-in sheets. 
5)   Council/board resolution must explicitly select an alternative and document.
6)   Note: the public is also notified when the DEQ determination of categorical exclusion is made. No public comment period is associated with the final CatEx determination.  
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