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A great example
of a win-win,
problem solving,
collaborative effort

That also lead to future projects !



Background History

St. Charles and Fish Haven Fisheries and
Irrigation Working Group in 2001

Sam’s Hollow Water Co. (The Reserve) and the
Bear River Ground Water Management Plan



St. Charles and Fish Haven Fisheries and Irrigation
Working Group

e Goals —see if there was a way to more
efficiently irrigate the land and still leave
enough water in the creeks for fish spawning

e Conclusions - piping the creeks and ditches
would be very expensive and might dry up the
creek anyway

* Projects that resulted from this group
- St. Charles Unit of Bear Lake NWR
- Several other projects on St. Charles Creek



Bear River Groundwater Management Plan
Aug 12, 2001

 Water in the Bear River system is fully
allocated

e Surface water and ground water will be
managed conjunctively

e Developers must dry up previously irrigated
land based on what the depletions of the
development will be.

e Mitigation water must be returned to the
Bear River/Bear Lake system



Houston, we have a problem!

The FHWUCo didn’t want any additional
costs or work associated with returning
water to Bear Lake.

The Initial Solution

Sam’s Hollow Water Co. was required to
take their water (shares) in turn and at the
original points of diversion and to pipe the
mitigation water to Bear Lake.

That system is in place.



Some people just always strive for the
WIN-WIN solution

Doug Johnson - The Reserve



In March 2008
Fish Haven Water Users Co.
The Reserve — Sam’s Hollow Water Co.
Trout Unlimited
Bear Lake Watch

Landowners
BLM
Sara Lichfield
Wayne Stock
Robert Stock family

The Fish Haven Creek Project






Fish Haven Water Users Co.
Bill Stock - President

Benefits — How this will help the FHWUCo.

* New waterman head gates

* More efficient diversions

e Reduced leakage on ditches that are not
In turn

* Improved access to diversions and head
gates



At the same time, the project will

* Improve water measurement accuracy
and usage history.

e Substantiate FHWU water rights through
accurate, recorded data

* Improve fish passage and screen each
diversion



Upper North



Upper North

Original diversion and creek Fish Passage Step Pools



The Reserve — new owners
Nate Parry

Brent Skinner
Gary McKee

Provided $250,000 in match!



Benefits for Developers

* Allow developers to leave mitigation
water in the creek — a greener solution

e Still accurately measure their
mitigation water for IDWR and PacifiCorp



Trout Unlimited

e Found the funds
* Wrote the grant
*Designed the project
 Answered the tough questions

Warren Colyer
and Kirk Dahle



New projects resulting from the
Fish Haven Creek Project

Improvements on BLM land & Stream crossing

BLM  Dave Pacioretty & Arn Berglund

Fish Haven Creek (Phase 2) — Fish Passage Barrier

Idaho Fish & Game / US Forest Service / Idaho DEQ
Dave Teuscher / Jim Capurso / Lynn Van Every



Improvements on BLM land & Stream crossing



Fish Haven Creek — Fish Passage Barrier



Thank youl!

Questions?
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