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WHY DO THE STUDY?
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. Assess movement and mortality of adult
cutthroat trout in the Coeur d’Alene River
Basin.

. Evaluate how water temperature influences
movement and habitat use of cutthroat trout in
the Coeur d’Alene River system.

. Determine habitat use of adult cutthroat trout
and assess the amount of available habitat
within the Coeur d’Alene River Basin.

¥ 4. Evaluate how operations from Post Falls Dam
« Influence habitat availability of cutthroat trout
In the Coeur d’Alene River.







Capturing and radio tagging cutthroat trout
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Quantifying the amount of available habitat
Habitat types (poal; riffle, run or glide)
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q Maximum Stream Temperatures During 2003‘
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Summary

Four main factors that we believe help
explain why densities of cutthroat trout > 12
Inches have remained so low in the Coeur

d’Alene River.

Non compliance with the fishing regulations
Degraded or loss of cold water refugia
Degraded or loss of over-winter habitat
Degraded summer rearing habitat.




Recommendations

Efforts such as increased education, posting of
fishing regulations and enforcement should occur in
the areas where limited harvest occurs to reduce
Illegal harvest.

When developing fishing regulations in the Coeur
d’Alene River watershed one should consider each
sub-basin separately. Movement patterns of these
fish allow unique opportunities to restructure the
fishing regulations.

Future planning and zoning activities need to be
made aware of the importance of the floodplain in
protecting and improving the cutthroat trout fishery



Effort should be made to reconnect, and/or construct
side channels to increase cold water refugia.

Efforts should be made to help protect and preserve
over-winter habitat on private property along lower
Tepee Creek.

Continue efforts should occur to improve habitat
conditions in Shoshone Creek and Prichard Creek to
Increase the carrying capacity larger cutthroat trout
that utilize this stream during critically hot periods.

Encourage efforts to continue with reductions in
heavy metals throughout the Coeur d’Alene River
watershed.







