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GRAVITY SYSTEMS
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RIPeldaRVeFetaleRNSHITIPeRIERINPECAUSES:

o [t Stabilizes streambanks with
extensive root systems.

Shades the water

Improves water guality

e Provides fish and wildlife habitat

Builds streambanks by catching
sediment




General Riparian Vegetation Concepts

Plant species composition varies among
adjacent riparian plant communities.
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e mostiobyious controlling
influence on the Composition,
Structure; and Diversity of
Riparian Plant Communities
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FLOODING




Flooding can
eliminate many
plant species.

Flooding can favorx the
dominance by species
that are able to tolerate
periods of inundation.




General Riparian Vegetation Concepts




General Riparian Vegetation Concepts

Riparian Plant diversity Is high In
riparian zones because of:

Thie intensity and fraquency of floodls.

Small-scale variations in topography and
soils as a result of lateral migration.

Variations in climate as streams flow
from high elevation to low elevation.

Disturbances to the riparian zone caused
Py upland changes.



Riparian vegetation tends to be a

patchwork of different plant communities
of various ages and successional patterns.

‘ Patchwork is a result of changing ‘

e Sediment types

e Sediment depths




Concepts
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Hood Prone Elevation

Overbank Elevation

Bankfull Discharge Elevation

Average Water Elevation “EhEAR ¥/

General Riparian Vegetation Concepijj
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