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Agenda for Today
• Introduction to Working Group Process

– Pend Oreille River Watershed Advisory Group
– Tributary focus in Idaho

• IDEQ process for identifying impaired waters
– How waters are identified as impaired
– Beneficial Uses we are protecting

• Summary of Impaired Waters
– Identifying “unknown” pollutants

• Sediment Model Methodology 
• Next Steps



Water Quality Planning (“TMDL”) 
Overview

1. Idaho DEQ stream 
monitoring program 
(“BURP”) identifies a 
waterbody as not fully 
supporting beneficial 
uses based on state-
wide indices
• Fish 
• Habitat
• Macroinvertebrates

2. The water body is listed 
as impaired in Idaho’s 
Integrated Report 
(formerly “303(d) list”)



Water Quality Planning (“TMDL”) 
Overview

3. TMDLs are 
developed to reduce 
pollutant loads to 
impaired waters

4. Watershed Advisory 
Groups are formed 
to provide input, 
expertise and review 
of TMDLs



What is a TMDL?
• Total Maximum Daily Load
• Pollutant Budget
• Federal Clean Water Act 

Requirement for Impaired 
Streams

• Prepared by Idaho DEQ
• Approved by US EPA
• In Partnership with local 

Watershed Advisory Group
• Implementation Plan
• Implementation

– Funding
– Point Source vs. Non Point 

Source



Waterbodies Identified as Impaired 
in the Pend Oreille

• 2001 sediment TMDLs completed in 
several tributaries
– Will be reviewed in 2009

• Additional temperature, sediment and 
“unknown” impairments identified since 
2001
– TMDLs to be completed by the end of 2007
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Pend Oreille Tributaries 

Idaho Water Quality Standards –
Beneficial Uses

presented at Tributary 
Working Group Meeting 

Thursday October 26

Robert Steed



Idaho Water Quality Standards

• US Clean Water Act
• Idaho DEQ Primacy
• Idaho Legislature Adopted
• EPA Approved
• http://adm.idaho.gov/adminrules/rules/idap

a58/0102.pdf

http://adm.idaho.gov/adminrules/rules/idapa58/0102.pdf
http://adm.idaho.gov/adminrules/rules/idapa58/0102.pdf


Idaho Water
Quality Standards

Beneficial Uses Criteria

Aquatic Life
Salmonid
Spawning

Cold Water
Aquatic Life

Recreation

Water
Supply

Water
Temperature (less

than 22C)
Numeric

Domestic Water
Supply

Others

Primary Contact
Recreation

Special Resource
Waters

Free from Excess
Sediment Narrative

Secondary
Contact

Recreation

less than
120 E. coli

Free from
radioactive
materials

Numeric

Numeric



Beneficial Uses
• Aquatic Life

– Cold Water Aquatic Life
– Salmonid Spawning
– Seasonal Cold Water 

Aquatic Life
– Warm Water Aquatic Life
– Modified Aquatic Life

• Recreation
– Primary Contact 

Recreation
– Secondary Contact 

Recreation

• Water Supply
– Domestic Water Supply
– Agricultural Water Supply
– Industrial Water Supply

• Wildlife Habitats
• Aesthetics
• Special Resource Waters



Designated/Existing/Presumed Uses



General Criteria
• Narrative 

– Hazardous
– Toxic
– Deleterious
– Radioactive
– Excess Nutrients
– Oxygen Demanding 

Materials
– Sediment

• Numeric
– pH (6.5 – 9.0)
– TDG (110% 

saturation)



Numeric Criteria for Toxic Substances



Use Specific Criteria

• Cold Water Aquatic 
Life
– Dissolved Oxygen > 

6.0 mg/L
– Max temp 22C(71.6F) or 

less
– Avg temp 19C(66.2F) or 

less
– Ammonia

• Salmonid Spawning
– Intergravel Dissolved 

Oxygen
– Max temp 13C(55.4F) or 

less
– Avg temp 9C(48.2F) or 

less



Natural Conditions Provision 

• Temperature only
• Pre-human disturbance condition



Break Time



Next Steps and Participation

• Identify Additional Participants
• Public Participation and Comment 

Opportunities
– Next Meeting in January 2007

• Use the DEQ web-page to track meeting 
presentations and draft documents



Pend Oreille: One stop information Shop

Sign-up 
for 
Updates

http://www.deq.idaho.gov/about/regions/pend_oreille_river_tribs_wag/index.cfm


	Pend Oreille Tributary Working Group
	Agenda for Today
	Water Quality Planning (“TMDL”) Overview
	Water Quality Planning (“TMDL”) Overview
	What is a TMDL?
	Waterbodies Identified as Impaired in the Pend Oreille
	Pend Oreille Tributaries ��Idaho Water Quality Standards – Beneficial Uses
	Idaho Water Quality Standards
	Beneficial Uses
	Designated/Existing/Presumed Uses
	General Criteria
	Numeric Criteria for Toxic Substances
	Use Specific Criteria
	Natural Conditions Provision 
	Break Time
	Next Steps and Participation
	Pend Oreille: One stop information Shop

