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SUMMARY OF

UPPER POTLATCH RIVER STUDY

During Water Year 1979 the upper Potlatch River near Bovill in Latah
County was studied to determine its present water quality and to obtain
background information for developing effluent limitations for the City
of Bovill sewage treatment facilit?. The river was monitored on about a
bi-monthly frequency above and below the present Bovill dischaxge, and

the parameter coverage during the study included the following categories:

Temperature Solids
Dissolved Oxygen Select Ions
pH Nutrients
Bacteria Heavy Metals
Oxygen Demand Radiocactivity

The study has shown that the Potlatch River near Bovill is of very high
quality except for violations of the bacteria standard for primary
contact recreation which were found to occur below the Bovill discharge.
The study also found that Bovill can substantially increase total
phosphorus concentrations in the river, but both phosphorus and nitrogen
concentrations are below the trophic levels recommended for free flowing

streams.

In June and August of 1979, the Bovill lagoons were not discharging and
the absence of a discharge prevented water quality problems below their

discharge. A staff evaluation on effluent limitations for Bovill has



determined that Bovill should continue to prevent a discharge during
late summer and early fall. The remainder of the year secondary treatment
will be adequate to maintain the present water quality of the upper

Potlatch River.
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