Sample Mercury-Free 
Purchasing Policy
Statement of Purpose
This shall be known as the XXX Mercury-Free Purchasing Policy. Its purpose is to express XXX’s commitment to purchasing mercury-free products when available and to give preference to low-mercury products if no alternatives exist.
Definitions
“Mercury” is a chemical element with the symbol Hg.  It is a dense, silver-gray liquid and is the only metal that is liquid at room temperature.  Mercury conducts electricity, expands uniformly with temperature and easily forms alloys with other metals. For these reasons, it is used in many products found in homes and schools. Mercury is also an element that occurs naturally in the earth's surface. It does not degrade and is not destroyed by combustion. Instead, when it comes into contact with air it evaporates into an invisible, odorless toxic vapor that can travel long distances. Its toxicity can endanger living organisms and produce adverse health effects in humans.
Statement of Policy

XXX shall purchase mercury-free products.  If no mercury-free alternative to a product exists, preference shall be given to low-mercury products. 

Statement of Procedure

XXX shall be responsible for coordinating implementation of this policy.  XXX shall:

1. Assign appropriate personnel to fulfill the requirements of this policy.

2. Research opportunities for procurement of mercury-free or low-mercury alternatives and communicate these to purchasing decision-makers for evaluation and purchase.

3. Collaborate with specifying agencies to prepare or revise bid documents and contract language where necessary to implement this chapter.

4. Promote the use of mercury-free or low-mercury products by publicizing the school’s mercury-free purchasing policy and its implementation.
5. Educating staff about the policy and encouraging staff comments and suggestions.

Exemptions
Mercury-free alternatives may be unavailable for certain products such as fluorescent lights.  In this case, preference shall be given to low-mercury alternatives as much as possible until mercury-free alternatives become available.
Implementation
This policy shall be effective immediately from the date of signature.

Dated the XXX day of XXX, 20XX.

______________________________

Signature

