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December 19, 2014 
 
Ester Ceja 
Idaho Department of Environmental Quality 
1410 North Hilton 
Boise, ID 83706 
 
RE: CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION REQUEST FOR PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS AT THE SOUTH FORK 

SEWER DISTRICT MULLAN WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITY 
 
Dear Ester: 
 
The South Fork of the Coeur d’Alene River Sewer District (District) is preparing a facility planning 
document to identify necessary improvements to their wastewater treatment systems, including the 
Mullan Wastewater Treatment Facility (WWTF), which are cost effective and environmentally sound. 
The District’s facility plan is being funded 50 percent by an Idaho Department of Environmental Quality 
(IDEQ) planning grant and the District may be seeking federal funding to partially or wholly finance 
construction of the selected improvements. Potential funding sources include the United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) Rural Development (RD) Program and the Idaho Water Pollution 
Control State Revolving Loan Fund which, along with the IDEQ facility planning grant, requires 
compliance with the Idaho Rules for Wastewater Treatment Facility Grants (i.e., IDAPA 58.01.04.).  
 
This purpose of this letter is to request that proposed improvements to the Mullan WWTF in Mullan, 
Idaho be categorically excluded from further review under the IDEQ State Environmental Review 
Process (SERP), which mirrors the National Environmental Protection Act (NEPA).  
 
The proposed improvements at the Mullan WWTF, shown on the enclosed figure of the WWTF, are 
replacements and upgrades of existing facilities and equipment that will occur inside existing buildings and 
structures. The proposed improvements include: 
 

• Performing upgrades within the existing influent lift station  
o Replacing/repairing faulty controls 
o Adding an influent flow meter (the new flow meter will be installed in a new vault 

adjacent to the lift station if adequate space is not available inside the existing 
structure) 

o Replacing the influent pumps 
• Pilot testing liquid chemical feed system and various chemicals (e.g., magnesium hydroxide, 

soda ash, sodium hydroxide) for alkalinity addition. Work will occur within the existing lime 
auger and storage building and headworks structure. 

• Recoating the existing chlorine contact chamber. 
• Performing general facility upgrades for the disinfection and dechlorination system 

o Adding controls to allow flow-paced dosing control in the existing controls/maintenance 
building. 
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o Replacing the effluent flow meter within the existing chlorine contact chamber 
structure. 

• Performing general facility upgrades for biosolids management 
o Replacing the coating in the existing solids holding basin. 
o Adding solids return from the holding tank to the aeration basins within the existing 

solids holding/aeration basin structure.  
• Implementing control upgrades and supervisory control and data acquisition (SCADA) in the 

existing controls/maintenance building.  
 
A categorical exclusion is the appropriate environmental determination for the proposed improvements at 
the Mullan WWTF because:  
 

• The proposed improvements involve minor replacements and upgrades for existing facilities, 
equipment, and system components within existing structures at the WWTF. Any new structures 
will be minor ancillary facilities constructed on the WWTF property adjacent to existing 
structures. 

• The population of the WWTF’s service area (i.e., the City of Mullan) is not expected to exceed 
the current system’s population by more than 500 equivalent residential units (ERUs) or 
increase 25 percent in excess of the 20-year population growth expectations for the State of 
Idaho. Historically, the WWTF’s service area has shown a declining population and the District 
chose a negative growth rate (i.e., population decline) of -0.5 percent for their Facility Plan.  

• The proposed improvements are not expected to have impacts to cultural resources, 
endangered or threatened species, wetlands, or aquifer recharge zones.  

• The proposed improvements are not expected to have impacts to floodplains as the WWTF is 
located outside the existing 100-year floodplain. See the enclosed floodplain map and letter of 
map amendment (LOMA) for additional information. 

 
The proposed improvements were presented to the public at the District Board’s regularly-scheduled 
meeting on September 18, 2014 following public advertisement on September 11, 2014 in the Shoshone 
News Press (i.e., the local newspaper for the Silver Valley). No public attended. The District conducted a 
14-day public comment period following the September 18 meeting. No comments were received; 
therefore, the District Board made a final selection of the proposed improvements at their October 21, 
2014 Board Meeting. A copy of public involvement information is enclosed.  
 
There are many other projects being proposed within the District’s boundaries in addition to the proposed 
improvements at the Mullan WWTF. These projects include work proposed by the District at the Page 
WWTF and collection system improvements proposed by multiple cities served by the Page WWTF (e.g., 
Wallace, Kellogg). However, the Mullan WWTF only serves the City of Mullan and is not physically 
connected to the Page WWTF or its collection system (District- or City-owned portions). Therefore, the 
proposed improvements at the Mullan WWTF are not expected to have any cumulative impacts on other 
projects being proposed throughout the District. 
 
 



 
 

Es ter  Ce ja  
IDEQ 

Page 3  
December  19 ,  2014  

 

 

www.jub.com                                                                                                                                                            J-U-B ENGINEERS, Inc. 

\\CDAFILES\Public\Projects\JUB\20-13-025 - South Fork CdA River Sewer District\Documents\_Reports\Mullan CATEX\L_ECeja_IDEQ_Mullan CATEX.docx 

Based on the information presented above, the proposed improvements at the Mullan WWTF meet the 
requirements for categorical exclusion from further SERP review. Please contact me or Steve James at 
(208) 762-8787 or via e-mail at chorgan@jub.com or sjames@jub.com if you need additional 
information or have any questions concerning the proposed improvements. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
J-U-B ENGINEERS, Inc. 

 
Christopher J. Horgan, M.S., P.E. 
Design Engineer 
 
CJH:sl 
 
Enclosures 
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Item Description

1
Replace Influent Pumps and Controls; Add Influent

Flow Meter 

2 Upgrade/Replace Alkalinity Addition System

3 Primary Bar Screens

4 Secondary Bar Screens

5 Grit Channel

6 Aeration Basin 1

7 Aeration Basin 2

8 Secondary Clarifier

9
Replace Coating in Solids Holding Basin; Add Solids 

Return Line

10 Replace Effluent Flow Meter

11 Recoat Chlorine Contact Chamber

12 Dechlorination Basin

13 Maintenance Facility

14
Add Controls for a Flow-Paced Chlorination Dosing 

System

15 Dechlorination System

16 Laboratory

17 Upgrade Plant Controls and SCADA

18 Blowers

19 Generator

20 RAS/WAS Pumping

21 Solids Drying Beds (Abandoned)
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