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DEQ Invites Public Review 
 
Submit comments by September 3, 2013 
 

The Idaho Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) invites you to review and comment on a “Draft 
Community Fill Plan.” The Institutional Control Plan (ICP) Rule administered by the Panhandle Health 
District (PHD) allows the use of metals-contaminated material as fill within the ICP Boundary. The 
Community Fill Plan (CFP) describes the roles of the PHD, DEQ, and the US Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) for source-and-fill projects with volumes greater than 1,000 cubic yards.  Under the CFP, EPA 
and DEQ will be notified of projects greater than 1,000 cubic yards and formally review potential fill sites 
that would hold more than 10,000 cubic yards of contaminated material. If fill sites greater than 10,000 
cubic yards are found suitable, PHD will proceed with oversight.  The CFP also provides criteria, including 
metals concentrations, for fill sites and materials used as fill.  Projects implemented under the CFP must 
meet all ICP requirements.  
 
DEQ, EPA, and PHD developed the CFP.  The cleanup actions 
conducted under the Superfund Program move cleanup waste 
out of community areas and into secure soil repositories. Those 
repositories have gone through an extensive siting and 
evaluation process to determine suitability and have long-term 
monitoring and maintenance requirements. This practice will 
continue to be followed for cleanup waste.  For some ICP-
generated wastes, the CFP uses a different, but protective, 
approach.  The CFP recognizes the interests of local jurisdictions 
and acknowledges that soils disposed of and capped under the 
ICP must provide the same type of protection as those soils 
currently underlying barriers throughout the community.   
 
The Community Fill Plan responds to the local jurisdictions’ desire 
to create level ground for future development and the need to 
conserve repository capacity for the long-term.   
 
Submit comments by September 3, 2013.  You can view the Community Fill Plan in local libraries or online 
at www.deq.idaho.gov/public-comment-opportunities.  
 

Benefits to the Community and the Cleanup: 
The CFP would: 

 significantly reduce haul distances and costs for waste generators 

 complement site development activities on undeveloped properties 

 reduce the volume of materials disposed at repositories  

 decrease the urgency associated with siting and developing future ICP repositories 

 save money building and managing repositories for ICP waste in the future 

 
 

Community Fill Plan Fact Sheet:   

Using Contaminated Soils and Gravel as Fill to Create 
Developable Land and Save Repository Space 
 

What is the Institutional 
Controls Program (ICP)? 

The ICP is a locally-enforced 

set of rules and regulations 

designed to ensure the 

integrity of clean soil and 

other protective barriers 

placed over contaminants left 

throughout the Bunker Hill 

Superfund site. The ICP has 

been in effect since 1995 in 

the Box and 2007 in the Basin. 

http://www.deq.idaho.gov/public-comment-opportunities


About the Community Fill Plan Criteria: 
 Contaminated fill could only be placed in existing contaminated areas within the ICP 

administrative boundary.   

 Filled areas would require a barrier of clean material and long-term care of the protective remedy 
in compliance with ICP requirements.  

 Lead and arsenic concentration limits would be set for proposed fill. Only soil meeting certain lead 
and arsenic concentrations would be considered for fill projects. 

 Specific sampling and notification requirements would need to be met for source and fill locations 
greater than 1,000 cubic yards in size and additional review conducted for projects of 10,000 cubic 
yards or greater. 

 All fill sites would have to meet criteria to protect public and ecological health. For that reason, 
some areas would not be eligible for fill.    

 Impacts to areas already cleaned up and areas to be cleaned up in the future would be 
considered. 

 

 
 
 
View the Community Fill Plan online at www.deq.idaho.gov/public-comment-opportunities and in the 
following locations:  
Molstead Library Wallace Public Library Kellogg Public Library Harrison Public Library  
1000 Garden Avenue 415 River Street 16 West Market Avenue     111 Coeur d’Alene Ave  
Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814 Wallace, ID 83873 Kellogg, ID 83837  Harrison, ID 83833 
(208) 769-3355 (208) 752-4571   (208) 786-7231      (208) 689-3976 
 
St. Maries Library EPA Field Office    DEQ Superfund Project Office 
822 W. College Avenue 1910 Northwest Blvd, Ste. 208  1005 West McKinley Ave. 
St. Maries, ID 83861 Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814  Kellogg, ID 83837 
(208) 245-3732   (208) 664-4588   (208) 783-5781 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DEQ, EPA, and PHD developed the Community Fill Plan.  We are interested in hearing if you have ideas to 
improve the plan, if you have concerns, or if you have questions. 
 
DEQ will review comments with help from the PHD and EPA to determine if modifications need to be 
made to the CFP.  A summary of the comments received and responses will be made available after 
completion of the comment period.  
 

Websites 
Panhandle Health District, Institutional Controls Program 
http://www.phd1.idaho.gov/institutional/institutionalindex.cfm 
 
Coeur d’Alene Basin Cleanup Project, EPA 
http://yosemite.epa.gov/r10/cleanup.nsf/sites/bh 
 
DEQ Bunker Hill Superfund Site, Soil Repositories 
http://www.deq.idaho.gov/bunkerhillsuperfundsite 

Share Your Comments about this Plan by September 3, 2013 

Send your comments by email to Rob Hanson Rob.Hanson@deq.idaho.gov. 
 

Send your comments by mail to 1410 N. Hilton, Boise, ID 83706. 
 

For More Information… 
 

Jerry Cobb Kellogg Panhandle 
Health District (208) 783-0707 
 

Rob Hanson Idaho Department 
of Environmental Quality  
(208) 373-0290 
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