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STATE OF IDAHO 

DEPARTMENT OF 

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 


14 10 North Hillon · Boisi3, Idaho 83706· (208) 373-0502 C.l "Bulchn Otter, Governor 
Curl Fransen, Directo( 

January 3, 2013 

Mr. Ken Marcy 
U.S. Envirorunental Protection Agency 

12928 SW 2761h Street 

Vashon, WA 98070 


RE: 	 Abbreviated Preliminary Assessment Report for the Midway Appliance Parts Site, 

Kootenai County, Idaho 


Dear Mr. Marcy: 

The Midway Appliance Parts site is located in north-central Coeur d ' Alene, Idaho at 520 East 

Best A venue. 


Attached are two copies ofDEQ's Abbreviated Preliminary Assessment report for the 
Midway Appliance Parts site formerly the location of Washington Water Power (WWP) 
which is now known as Av ista Corporation . 

A site inspection involving direct observations confim1ed that contaminants of concern, 
including hazardous materials and petroleum products, do not have the potential to exist in 
concentrations that could present a threat to human health or the envirorunenl. No deleterious 
materials or petroleum products were evident at the site . 

For over 35 years from the early 1950s until 1988 Washington Water Power (now Avista 
Corporation) operated equipment storage and electr·ical system service for the Coeur d' Alene 
area on the Midway Appliance Parts si te . During that period the creosote and pentachlorophenol 
treated poles and transformers were stored on the property. In addi ti on, its service truck fleet was 
parked on the property while not operating in the field , and facilities were maintained for fueling 
and maintaining the equipment. 

Prior to sale of the land, WWP completed a site assessment and removal of contaminants found 
on the property including soi l staining, petroleum contaminants and metals in dry wells, and 
removal of a 4,000 gallon underground storage tank (UST) which showed no evidence of 
leakage. WWP or the new owner paved the entire site that is not under roofed buildings. 
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Assessment of water quality records from the City of Coeur d'Alene's nearby water well which 
is down gradient from the site and drawing water from 175 feet below ground surface (bgs) 
demonstrates no contaminants that could be associated with the site. No surface water other than 
intermittent stonn water is found on the site. The storm water drains to four dry wells on the 
site. 

Based on the record of satisfactory contaminant removal (Bison 1993) and UST removal (Enos 
1993) and the fact that ccntaminants of concern that would be associated with the site are not 
detected in Coeur d' Alene's water well , DEQ recommends the determination of the Midway 
Appliance Parts site as No Remedial Action Planned (NRAP). 

A link to the Abbreviated Preliminary Assessment Report for the site can also be found on 
DEQ's Preliminary Assessment Web page at: 

h IIp:!/www.dcq.idaho.go\'/waste-mgml-rcmedialion/rcm cd i~lion-activiI ieslm i ni ng­
preIiminary -asscssm enIs.aspx 

If you have any questions about this site, the report, or DEQ's recommendations, please do · 
not hesitate 10 call me al (208) 373-0563. 

j:'Y' S~ 
Tina Elayer 
Mine Waste Specialist 

attachmenls 

cc: 	 Midway Appliance Parts 

Midway Appliance Parts PA File 
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Introduction 
This is an abbreviated preliminary assessment (APA) for the Midway Appliance Parts site at 520 
East Best Avenue in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho. This document provides the rationale for the No 
Remedial Action Planned (NRAP) determination and that no additional analysis or site 
investigation is necessary for the Midway Appliance Parts site. Section 1 provides the APA 
checklist filled out by the assessor to determine that an APA was warranted and that no further 
action is required from the Idaho Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ). The following 
sections contain additional relevant information and evidence to support the APA, including 
historical and geologic information (Section 2), photographs (Section 3), maps (Section 4), and 
references generated during the site visit or desktop research (Section 5). 
 
Preparer: Geoff Harvey 

Idaho Department of Environmental Quality 
2110 Ironwood Parkway 
Coeur d’Alene, ID  83814 
208-769-1422 
geoff.harvey@deq.idaho.gov 

Date: 11/26/2012 

Site Name: Midway Appliance Parts Site 

Previous Names (aka): Washington Water Power Work Center, Coeur d’Alene Cavalry Stables

Site Owner: Midway Appliance Parts 

Address: 520 East Best Avenue 
Coeur d’Alene, ID  83814 

Site Location: Midway Appliance Parts is located in north-central Coeur d’Alene, 
Idaho at 520 East Best Avenue. 

 Township 50 North, Range 4 West, Section 1 

 Latitude: 47.700°N Longitude: -116.779°W 

Description of release (or potential release) and its probable nature:  
The Midway Appliance Parts site was formerly the location of Washington Water Power (WWP) 
Work Center which is now known as Avista Corporation. For over 35 years from the early 1950s 
until 1988 WWP owned and operated the equipment storage site which provided electrical 
system service for the Coeur d’Alene area. During that period the creosote and 
pentachlorophenol treated poles and transformers were stored on the property. In addition, the 
property was the parking area for WWP’s service truck fleet. An on-site investigation was 
conducted by DEQ on November 12, 2012 followed by a file search for remedial and ground 
water records for potential releases of organic contaminants and heavy metals by airborne, 
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surface water, or ground water pathways. Additionally, DEQ investigated potential discharges of 
other deleterious materials, such as petroleum. No deleterious materials or petroleum products 
chemicals were evident at the site. Storm water discharge into dry wells was found, but no 
evidence of sustained discharge was found on-site or at its perimeter. The site area that is not 
covered by buildings is paved with asphalt. Storm water from the surface is directed to four 
different dry wells that discharge to the ground and drain water eventually to the Spokane Valley 
– Rathdrum Prairie Aquifer. Well logs local to the site demonstrate no restrictions of injected 
ground water flow to the aquifer below. Wells in the area draw water from strata below 175 feet.   

A records search indicated WWP completed a site investigation and removal of contaminants in 
1993 prior to sale of the property. The cleanup included removal of “stained” soils, removal of 
petroleum contaminants from dry wells on the property, and removal of a 4,000 gallon 
underground storage tank (UST). Confirmation sampling in all cases demonstrated the site met 
petroleum and other cleanup standards of the early 1990s. The asphalt barrier over the property 
not roofed with buildings indicates that any contaminated soil missed by WWP’s cleanup of the 
site are likely less a threat to ground water quality than storm water discharge to the aquifer 
through the dry wells from current parking on the area. Examination of water quality records 
from the City of Coeur d’Alene’s (approximately 230 yards) down gradient water well, indicate 
no deleterious constituents in the ground water. 

Section 1. APA Checklist 

Task 1—Superfund Eligibility Evaluation  
Assessor, if all answers are “no,” continue to task 2; otherwise, explain any 
“yes” answers below and then skip to task 3. 

YES NO 

1. Is the site currently in the Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability Information System (CERCLIS) or an “alias” of 
another site? 

☐ ☒ 

2. Is the site being addressed by some other remediation program (i.e., federal, 
state, or tribal)? 

☐ ☒ 

3. Are the hazardous substances that may be released from the site regulated 
under a statutory exclusion (e.g., petroleum, natural gas, natural gas liquids, 
synthetic gas usable for fuel, normal application of fertilizer, release located 
in a workplace, naturally occurring, or regulated by the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, Uranium Mill Tailings Radiation Control Act, or Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration)? 

☐ ☒ 

4. Are the hazardous substances that may be released from the site excluded by 
policy considerations (i.e., deferred to Resource Conservation and Recovery 
Act corrective action)? 

☐ ☒ 

5. Is there sufficient documentation to demonstrate that there is no potential for 
a release that constitutes risk to human or ecological receptors 
(e.g., comprehensive remedial investigation equivalent data showing no 
release above applicable or relevant and appropriate requirements (ARARs), 
completed removal action, documentation showing that no hazardous 
substance releases have occurred, or an EPA-approved risk assessment)? 

☐ ☒ 
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Task 2-lnitial Site Evaluation 
If infonnation is not available to make a "yes" or "no" response below, further investigation may 
be needed. In these cases, the assessor should detennine whether an APA is appropriate. 

If the answer is "no" to an of uestions 1 2 or 3, roceed direct! to task 3. YES NO 
1, Does the site have a release or a potential to release? IZ1 0 

2, Does the site have uncontained sources containing CERCLA-eligible o IZ1 
substances? 

3, Does the site have documented on-site, adjacent, or nearby targets? IZ1 0 

If the answers to questions 1,2, and 3 above were all "yes," then answer 
uestious 4-7 before proceeding to task 3. YES NO 

4. 	 Does documentation ind icate that a target (e.g" drinking water weJls, drinking o 0 
surface water intakes, etc,) has been exposed to a hazardous substance released 
from the site? 

5. 	 Is there an apparent release at the site with no documentation of exposed targets, o 0 
but targets are on site or immediately adjacent to the site? 

6, 	 Is there an apparent release and no documented on-site targets or targets o 0 
immediately adjacent to the site, but targets are nearby (e.g., within I mile)? 

7. 	Are there uncontained sources containing CERCLA hazardous substances, a o 0 
potential to release with targets present on site or in proximity to the site, but no 
indication of a hazardous substance release? 

Notes: 

During the site assessment, DEQ used references from several different documents, including 
Google Earth maps, Idaho Department of Water Resources (mWR) ground water well logs, and 
local historical knowledge. 

Table 1 paraJlels the questions above and should be used by the assessor to make decisions 
during task 3.Table 1 identifies different types of site infonnation and provides some possible 
recommendations for further site assessment activities based on that infonnation, The assessor 
should use Table 1 in detennining the need for further action at the site, based on the answers to 
the questions in task 2. Assessors should use professional judgment when evaluating a site. An 
assessor's individual judgment may be different from the general recommendations for a site 
given below. 

5 
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Table 1. Site assessment decision guidelines for a site. 

EPA-Recommended SiteSuspectedlDocumented Site Conditions 
Assessment Activities 

1. There are no releases or potential to release . APA 

2. No uncontained sources with CERCLA-eligible substances are present 
APA on site . 

3. There are no on-site , adjacent, or nearby targets. APA 

4. There is documentation indicating that a target (e .g., drinking water APA ~ SI 
wells, drinking surface water intakes, etc.) has been exposed to a or 
hazardous substance released from the site. PAIS I 

5. There is an apparent release at the site with no documentation of APA ~ SI 
exposed targets , but there are targets on site or immediately adjacent to or 
the site. PAiSI 

6. There is an apparent release and no documented on-site targets and 
no documented targets immediately adjacent to the site, but there are 
nearby targets. Nearby targets are those targets that are located within Full PA 
1 mile of the site and have a relatively high likelihood of exposure to a 
hazardous substance migration from the site . 

7. There is no indication of a hazardous substance release, and there are 
uncontained sources containing CERCLA hazardous substances , but 

Full PAthere is a potential to release with targets present on site or in proximity to 
the site. 

Task 3-DEQ Site Assessment Decision 
When completing task 3, the assessor should use task 2 and Table 1 to select the appropriate 
decision. For example, if the answer to question I in task 2 was "no," then an APA is appropriate 
and the "NRAP" box below should be checked. Additionally, if the answer to question 4 in 
task 2 is "yes," then two options are available (as indicated in Table I): (I) proceed with an APA 
and check the "Lower Priority SI" or "Higher Priority SI" box below or (2) proceed with a 
combined P AJSl. 

Check the box that applies based on the conclusions of the APA checklist: 
lSI No Remedial Action Planned (NRAP) 0 Defer to NRC 

o Higher Priority Sl 0 Refer to Removal Program 

o Lower Priority SI 0 Site is being addressed as part of another 
o Defer to RCRA Subtitle C CERCLIS site 

o Other: _ ________ ___ _ 

January 3, 2013 

Please explain tbe rationale for your decision: 

For over 35 years from the early 1950s until 1988 Washington Water Power (now Avista 
Corporation) operated equipment storage and electrical system service for the Coeur d 'Alene 

6 
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area on the Midway Appliance Parts site. During that period the creosote and pentachlorophenol 
treated poles and transformers were stored on the property. In addition, its service truck fleet was 
parked on the property while not operating in the field, and facilities were maintained for fueling 
and maintaining the equipment. 

Prior to sale of the land, WWP completed a site assessment and removal of contaminants found 
on the property including soil staining, petroleum contaminants and metals in dry wells, and a 
4,000 gallon UST which showed no evidence of leakage. WWP or the new owner paved the 
entire site that is not under roofed buildings.  

Assessment of water quality records from the City of Coeur d’Alene’s nearby water well which 
is down gradient from the site and drawing water from 175 feet below ground surface (bgs) 
demonstrates no contaminants that could be associated with the site. No surface water other than 
intermittent storm water was found on the site. The storm water drains to four dry wells on the 
site. 

Based on the record of satisfactory contaminant removal (Bison 1993) and UST removal (Enos 
1993) and the fact that contaminants of concern that would be associated with the site are not 
detected in Coeur d’Alene’s water well, the department recommends an NRAP designation for 
the Midway Appliance Parts site. Sections 2 through 5 provide further support for this 
determination. 

Section 2. Historical and Geologic Information 
Numerous sources were used during desktop research prior to visiting the site. DEQ could not 
improve or expand upon these reports by writing additional historical or geological text, so they 
are directly quoted below. 

Site History: Local historical sources informed DEQ that the site was a stable and pasture area 
for the Coeur d’Alene Cavalry detachment associated with Fort Sherman early in the history of 
settlement. During the early 1950s WWP developed the site as its service center for the Coeur 
d’Alene area. The fleet of vehicles that supported services was housed and maintained at the site.  
Materials such as transformers, wire and treated poles were stored on the site. By the mid-1980s 
the city had expanded well beyond the site with less compatible businesses and homes located in 
close proximity. WWP moved its service operations to its current site on 15th Street in 1988. The 
sale of the property was arranged by WWP in the early 1990s with the subsequent site 
investigation and remedial actions to include UST removal, surficial and drywell contaminant 
removal, and confirmation sampling to assure cleanup. The documentation was submitted and 
approved by DEQ in 1993 as a part of the UST regulations and general remediation 
requirements. Since 1993, Midway Appliance Parts and a few additional small businesses (coffee 
and food vendors) have operated on the site. 

Geologic Features: The site is located on valley alluvial fill that makes up the Spokane Valley-
Rathdrum Prairie Aquifer. The fill and aquifer was transported to and deposited over the broad 
valley at the southern terminus of the Purcell Trench by several Pleistocene mega-floods 
associated with the catastrophic drainage of glacial Lake Missoula. At the site the aquifer is 
approximately 175 feet bgs. The site substrate to depth is likely very similar to that of the City of 
Coeur d’Alene water well located 230 yards to the northwest on Fourth Street. Figure 2 in 
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Appendix A. Reference Reports 
 
 
Summary of Remedial Investigation and Remedial Activities, former Washington Water Power 
Service Center, 510 E. Best Avenue, Coeur d’Alene, Idaho 

Underground Storage Tank Site Assessment/Site Check Report Washington Water Power, 510 
E. Best Avenue, Coeur d’Alene, Idaho. 
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