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STATE OF IOAHO 

DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

1':10 O(lh tililon · Bo,se. Idaho 83706· (206) 373-0502 C.L ~BuICh" Olle r. Governor 
Curt Fransen. Dlreclor 

December 24, 2012 

M r. Ken Marcy 
U.S. En vironmenta l Protect io n Agency 
1292 8 SW 276'" Street 
Vasho n, W A 98070 

Subject: 	 Abbrevi ated Preliminary Assess ment (APA) Report for the GVD Property (Fomlerl y a 
Kootenai County Landfill Site) 

Dear Mr . Marcy: 

T he Idaho Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) is contracted by Region 10 of the U.S . 
Env ironmenta l Protectio n Agency (EPA) to provide technica l supp0l1 for completion of preliminary 
assessments at vario us indus trial sites o n private Or sta te lands. GVD Commercia l Properties currentl y 
owns the GVD propelty. 

Site inspections inVOlving direct o bservahons confirmed that potential contaminant s o f concel11 , including 
der ivati ves from so lid waste, may ex ist in concentrations that prese nt a threat to human health or the 
environment . The GVD property is located nea r occupied commercial buildin gs in Coeur d' Alene, Idaho. 
Altho ugh no hazard ous materia ls were ev ident du ring the s ite vi s its, so lid waste is docllmented as 
landfilled on the site. Further assessme nt of was te genera ted contaminants impact on the Rathdrum Prairi e 
Aquifer would be rar more expens ive than removal of the waste to a subtitle D permitted facility. It is 
the re fore recom me nded the site be referred to th e D EQ so lid waste remova l program to work with the 
parties respo ns ible for the landfill to remove the was te. 

A link to the Abbreviated Pre liminary Assessment Repol1 for the si te can also be found on DEQ 's 
Preliminary Assessment Web page at: 

http://www.deg. i d ah o. go v Iwaste- m gm t -remed iat ionl remed i a li on-ac t i v i t ieslmin i n g­
prel iIn inaly -asscssmen ts.aSDX 

If you have any questions about these sites, the repol1, or DEQ's recommendation s, pl ease do not 
hesita te to call me at (208) 373 -0563. 

Respectful ly, 

Tina Elayer 
Mine Waste Specialist 

a ttachments 

cc: 	 GVD Comm erc ia l Properties 
DEQ VCP Program 
DEQ Brow nfields Program 
PA File 

, ,.f'" , 

http://www
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Introduction 
This is an abbreviated preliminary assessment (APA) for the GVD property in Coeur d’Alene, 
Idaho. This document provides the rationale for the determination of “other action.” This site 
will be referred to the State solid waste program. Therefore, no additional analysis or site 
investigation is necessary from U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for the GVD 
property. Section 1 provides the APA checklist filled out by the assessor to determine that an 
APA was warranted and that no further action is required from the Idaho Department of 
Environmental Quality (DEQ). The following sections contain additional relevant information 
and evidence to support the APA, including historical and geologic information (Section 2), 
photographs (Section 3), maps (Section 4), and references generated during the site visit or 
desktop research (Section 5). 
 
Preparer: Geoff Harvey 

Idaho Department of Environmental Quality 
2110 Ironwood Parkway 
Coeur d’Alene, ID  83814 
208-666-4614 
Geoff.harvey@deq.idaho.gov 

Date: 10/22/2012 

Site Name: GVD Property 

Previous Names (aka): Moen Site, formerly a Kootenai County landfill site 

Site Owner: GVD Commercial Properties 

Address: 1106 West 9th Avenue 
Spokane, WA  99204 

Site Location: The site is currently vacant land between the 1600 block of West 
Appleway and Lee Court in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho 

 Township 50 North, Range 4 West, Section 2 

 Latitude: 47.70713°N Longitude: -116.80576°W 

Description of release (or potential release) and its probable nature:  
The GVD property was investigated by DEQ on October 18, 2012, for potential releases of 
heavy metals by airborne, surface water, or ground water pathways. Additionally, DEQ 
investigated potential discharges of other deleterious materials, such as petroleum products. No 
deleterious materials, petroleum products, or ground water seepage were evident at the site 
during the October 18th inspection. However, earlier inspections, during proposed development, 
identified that solid waste landfilling had occurred on the site in the past. Contaminant release to 
the Rathdrum Prairie Aquifer below the site cannot be excluded by the site inspections. 
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Section 1. APA Checklist 

Task 1—Superfund Eligibility Evaluation  
Assessor, if all answers are “no,” continue to task 2; otherwise, explain any 
“yes” answers below and then skip to task 3. 

YES NO 

1. Is the site currently in the Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability Information System (CERCLIS) or an “alias” of 
another site? 

☐ ☒ 

2. Is the site being addressed by some other remediation program (i.e., federal, 
state, or tribal)? 

☐ ☒ 

3. Are the hazardous substances that may be released from the site regulated 
under a statutory exclusion (e.g., petroleum, natural gas, natural gas liquids, 
synthetic gas usable for fuel, normal application of fertilizer, release located 
in a workplace, naturally occurring, or regulated by the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, Uranium Mill Tailings Radiation Control Act, or Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration)? 

☐ ☒ 

4. Are the hazardous substances that may be released from the site excluded by 
policy considerations (i.e., deferred to Resource Conservation and Recovery 
Act corrective action)? 

☐ ☒ 

5. Is there sufficient documentation to demonstrate that there is no potential for 
a release that constitutes risk to human or ecological receptors 
(e.g., comprehensive remedial investigation equivalent data showing no 
release above applicable or relevant and appropriate requirements (ARARs), 
completed removal action, documentation showing that no hazardous 
substance releases have occurred, or an EPA-approved risk assessment)? 

☐ ☒ 

Assessor, please explain all “yes” answer(s): 
Regarding question 5: Site inspection involving direct observations do not confirm that 
contaminants of concern, including hazardous materials do not exist in concentrations that 
present a threat to human health or the environment. Existing photographs demonstrate the site 
was a solid waste landfill site used on occasion by the City of Coeur d’Alene and /or Kootenai 
County. The nature of the material landfilled at this site is unknown. No airborne pathways 
currently exist to any of the nearby residences or commercial establishments. Several residences 
are within a quarter mile of the GVD Property. Public water systems have wells near the 
property as part of their source water area. The assessment to establish impact to the designated 
sole source Spokane Valley-Rathdrum Prairie Aquifer would be more costly than simple removal 
of the waste by the responsible parties:  the City of Coeur d’Alene and/or Kootenai County. The 
cost to drill ground water monitoring wells on the property to assess ground water impacts would 
be $20,000 per well. The three wells required for monitoring would cost $60,000. Backhoe and 
haul truck time to remove the waste to a properly sited and approved landfill facility (Fighting 
Creek) would likely be less than a fifth of this cost. 

Task 2—Initial Site Evaluation 
If information is not available to make a “yes” or “no” response below, further investigation may 
be needed. In these cases, the assessor should determine whether an APA is appropriate.  
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If the answer is “no” to any of questions 1, 2, or 3, proceed directly to task 3. YES NO
1. Does the site have a release or a potential to release? ☒ ☐ 

2. Does the site have uncontained sources containing CERCLA-eligible 
substances? 

☐ ☒ 

3. Does the site have documented on-site, adjacent, or nearby targets? ☒ ☐ 

If the answers to questions 1, 2, and 3 above were all “yes,” then answer 
questions 4–7 before proceeding to task 3. YES NO
4. Does documentation indicate that a target (e.g., drinking water wells, drinking 

surface water intakes, etc.) has been exposed to a hazardous substance released 
from the site? 

☐ ☐ 

5. Is there an apparent release at the site with no documentation of exposed targets, 
but targets are on site or immediately adjacent to the site? 

☐ ☐ 

6. Is there an apparent release and no documented on-site targets or targets 
immediately adjacent to the site, but targets are nearby (e.g.,  within 1 mile)? 

☐ ☐ 

7. Are there uncontained sources containing CERCLA hazardous substances, a 
potential to release with targets present on site or in proximity to the site, but no 
indication of a hazardous substance release? 

☐ ☐ 

 

Notes: 
The GVD property is located in a commercially zoned area of Coeur d’Alene. Solid waste 
materials were evident during earlier site visits. Although no discharge to the surface occurs, 
discharge of contaminants to the Rathdrum Prairie Aquifer cannot be easily confirmed or 
rejected. 

During the site assessment, DEQ used references from several different documents, including 
United States Geological Survey (USGS) maps, county tax rolls, and historical reports. These 
documents often have different spellings for claim names, town sites, and/or geographic features. 
DEQ has retained the spelling from the original source document.  

Table 1 parallels the questions above and should be used by the assessor to make decisions 
during task 3.Table 1 identifies different types of site information and provides some possible 
recommendations for further site assessment activities based on that information. The assessor 
should use Table 1 in determining the need for further action at the site, based on the answers to 
the questions in task 2. Assessors should use professional judgment when evaluating a site. An 
assessor’s individual judgment may be different from the general recommendations for a site 
given below.  
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Please explain the rationale for your decision: 

Site inspections involving direct observations confirmed that potential contaminants of concern, 
including derivatives from solid waste, may exist in concentrations that present a threat to human 
health or the environment. The GVD property is located near occupied commercial buildings in 
Coeur d’Alene, Idaho. Although no hazardous materials were evident during the site visits, solid 
waste is documented as landfilled on the site. Further assessment of waste generated 
contaminants impact on the Rathdrum Prairie Aquifer would be far more expensive than removal 
of the waste to a subtitle D permitted facility. 

As a result of DEQ’s research and observations, the department recommends that the GVD 
property be referred to the DEQ solid waste removal program to work with the parties 
responsible for the landfill to remove the waste. Sections 2 through 5 provide further support for 
this determination.  

Section 2. Geologic Information 
Numerous sources were used during desktop research prior to visiting the site. DEQ could not 
improve or expand upon these reports by writing additional geological text, so they are directly 
quoted below. 

Geologic Features: The following is the description of the general area of the GVD property, 
which is located on the much broacher aquifer, is from the Spokane Valley – Rathdrum Prairie 
Aquifer Atlas: 2009 Update developed by the cooperating aquifer management agencies of 
Washington and Idaho:  

“The sole source of water for most people in Spokane County, Washington and Kootenai County Idaho is a 
large underground rocky formation containing high quality water called the Spokane Valley-Rathdrum 
Prairie Aquifer.” 

 
The atlas describes in detail the unconfined physical nature of the aquifer, its flow dynamics, and 
its susceptibility to pollution from land uses above it such as the land filling on the GVD 
property. 

 

Section 3. Site Conditions and Photographs 
All of the GVD property photographs in this section were taken by DEQ or others on October 
18, 2012. 
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