
 

3 0 0  E .  M a l l a r d  D r i v e ,  S u i t e  3 5 0 ,  B o i s e ,  I d a h o   8 3 7 0 6      T e l :  2 0 8 - 3 8 3 - 4 1 4 0    F a x :  2 0 8 - 3 8 3 - 4 1 5 6  

 
 
January 8, 2013 
 
Ester Ceja 
Idaho Department of Environmental Quality 
1410 N. Hilton 
Boise, Idaho 83706 
 
RE: Castle Mountain Creeks Facility Plan- Request for Categorical Exclusion 
 
Dear Ms. Ceja, 
 
On behalf of the Castle Mountain Creeks Owners Association, please accept this letter 
as a formal request for approval of a Categorical Exclusion related to the water system 
improvements included in the recommended alternative of the Facility Plan prepared by 
SPF Water Engineering for the Castle Mountain Creeks Public Water System.  We 
believe that this project qualifies for a Categorical Exclusion due to the fact that the 
proposed work will not individually or cumulatively have a significant impact on either the 
natural or human environment.   
 
The proposed project consists of the following Scope of Work: 

 
Surface Water Intake System: 

 Replace 1 existing valve actuator in an existing vault at the intake location 
 Install three (3) new 2-inch flushing hydrants or blow-offs with new main line 

isolation valves at local “low” points along the existing raw water supply 
line.  Excavation and installation will occur within the existing dirt road 
which the water line is located within. 

 Install two (2) new air-vacuum valves on the existing raw water supply line. 
Excavation and installation will occur within the existing dirt road which the 
water line is located within. 

 
Water Treatment Plant (All work will be completed inside the existing building): 

 Install new chlorine feed pump in the existing treatment building 
 More frequent Granular Activated Carbon (GAC) replacement as needed to 

meet Idaho water quality requirements. 
 

Water Distribution System: 
 Install approximately 1,650 lineal feet of  new 2-inch mainline 
 Install approximately 1,500 lineal feet of new 4-inch mainline 
 Install approximately 3,800 lineal feet of new 6-inch mainline 
 Install approximately 15 new gate valves 
 Replace 4 existing pressure reducing valves with 4 new pressure reducing 

valves 
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 Install 8 new pressure relief valves 
 Install 3 new booster pump stations 
 Install 4 new flushing hydrants 
 Tie over approximately 18 existing service connections 

 
With the exception of the booster pump stations, all water distribution system work will 
occur within the existing gravel roadway easements which extend 25’ either side of 
centerline for a total width of 50’.  Where new waterlines are proposed, these lines will 
effectively replace the existing lines which are approaching the end of their anticipated 
service life. The distribution system is not being expanded to serve additional customers 
as part of this work.  
 
The booster pump stations are very small, approximate 1 HP booster pumps that will be 
located in small approximate 4’x8’ below grade vaults adjacent to the existing roadways.  
Booster Pump Station 1B will be located on the existing reservoir and water treatment 
plant site.  Significant grading was performed on this site over a decade ago during 
construction of the treatment plant and reservoirs to create a flat construction site. 
 
Booster Pump Stations 2B and 7B will be located within approximately 20’ of the existing 
traveled surface and will require minor excavation and clearing for setting the vault and 
excavating the water line trenches.  We anticipate that these vaults will be located 
adjacent to the shoulder of the roadway outside of the traveled way. 
 
Please note that there are two streams shown on the attached maps that flow from west 
to east.  The northern stream is Warm Springs Creek.  This is a perennial stream that 
serves as the domestic water source for the community.  The southern stream is an 
unnamed intermittent stream. No work is planned or will impact these streams below the 
ordinary high water mark. There are two locations where the proposed water lines will 
cross these streams.  In these locations the waterline will be located within the existing 
roadway.  At these crossing locations the streams are conveyed across the roadway in a 
piped conduit.  The waterlines will simply cross under the piped drainage conduit. 
Additional information on the proposed stream crossings is provided in Attachment 7. 
Please note that with the exception of the existing incised stream channels we are 
unaware of any existing jurisdictional wetlands on the project site and do not anticipate 
any impact to jurisdictional wetlands.   
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We have attached the following information in support of this request: 
1. Attachment 1: Project Planning Maps 
2. Attachment 2: Public Comment Period Documentation 

a. 14-day public comment period notice 
b. Meeting minutes from CMC public meeting during public comment period. 
c. Public Meeting sign-in sheet.   
d. Public Comment Summary Memo (No comments received) 

3. Attachment 3: Documentation of Plan Adoption 
a. Letter from Bill Partridge, current CMC President confirming that CMC 

formally adopted the Facility Plan and the recommended alternative. 
b. Email from Bill Partridge, current CMC President confirming that CMC 

formally adopted the Facility Plan and the recommended alternative. 
c. Meeting Minutes for the Castle Mountain Creeks Owners Association 

Annual Meeting held on September 8, 2012 at which the recommended 
alternative was selected and approved by the board and membership.  

4. Attachment 4: SHPO Consultation Documentation 
a. SHPO agency consultation letter dated October 4, 2012 
b. SHPO response dated October 18, 2012 

5. Attachment 5: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Documentation 
a. USACE agency consultation letter dated November 20, 2012 
b. USACE response dated November 29, 2012 

6. Attachment 6: Idaho Department of Water Resources Documentation 
a. IDWR agency consultation letter dated December 31, 2012 
b. IDWR email response dated January 3, 2013 

7. Attachment 7: Stream crossing information 
 
BMP’s will be employed during construction to effectively manage stormwater runoff.  
BMP’s will consist of stormwater controls during construction that meet the stringent 
requirements of the 2012 National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Construction 
General Permit (NPDES CGP). This permit, administered by the EPA requires 
development of a comprehensive Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) to 
protect water quality through the effective management of stormwater runoff. 
 
Please let me know if you have any questions or if you require additional information to 
approve this request.   
 
Sincerely, 
SPF Water Engineering 
 
 
 
 
Brian Wilkinson, P.E. 
c. File 666.0050 
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ATTACHMENT	3:	DOCUMENTATION	OF	PLAN	ADOPTION	

   





1

Brian Wilkinson

From: Marlene <marlenepartridge@frontier.com>
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 1:10 PM
To: Brian Wilkinson
Subject: RE: Castle Mountain Creeks Facility Plan

Categories: 666.0050 Castle Mtn

I, Bill Partridge, President of the Castle Mountain Creeks Owners Association state and confirm that the Castle Mountain 
Creeks Owners Association at its September 8, 2012 Annual Meeting formally adopted the Draft Facility Plan for Public 
Comment dated July 5, 2012 (Facility Plan) prepared on our behalf by SPF Water Engineering and the Recommended 
Alternative outlined in Section 5 of the Facility Plan .  The recommended alternative was selected as it was the most cost 
effective means of achieving the developed project objectives within the current financial capacity  of the CMC Owners 
Association. 
 
 





BWilkinson
Polygon
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DATE:  October 18, 2012 
TO: Brian Wilkinson, SPF Water Engineering 
FEDERAL AGENCY:  EPA 
PROJECT NAME:  Castle Mountain Creeks Public Water System 
Improvements, Crouch, Idaho   

Section 106 Evaluation 

 
Identification of Historic Properties (36 CFR 900.4):  

 
Assessment of Adverse Effects (36 CFR 800.5):  

Comments:  
It appears that much of the work will be replacement work. Also, the 
terrain within the project area is quite steep reducing the likelihood of 
encountering archaeological sites.  We are therefore not recommending an 
archaeological survey. If antiquities are discovered during construction, 
work should halt and your archaeological consultant contacted immediately. 
No work will take place on federal land.  

   October 18, 2012  
Susan Pengilly, Deputy SHPO   Date 
State Historic Preservation Office  

 The field work and documentation presented in this report meet the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards.  

X No additional investigations are recommended. Project can proceed as planned.  

 Additional information is required to complete the project review. (See comments below.)  

 Additional investigations are recommended. (See comments below). 

X No historic properties were identified within the project area.                                                                

 Property is not eligible. Reason:    

 Property is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 

Criterion:  _ A   _ B  _ C  _ D   Context for Evaluation:   

X No historic properties will be affected within the project area.  

 Project will have no adverse effect on historic properties.                                                                 

 Property will have an adverse effect on historic properties. Additional consultation is 
required.    

C.L. “Butch” Otter  
Governor of Idaho  
 
Janet Gallimore  
Executive Director 
 
 
Administration  
2205 Old Penitentiary Road  
Boise, Idaho 83712-8250  
Office: (208) 334-2682  
Fax: (208) 334-2774 
 
Membership and Fund 
Development  
2205 Old Penitentiary Road  
Boise, Idaho 83712-8250  
Office: (208) 514-2310  
Fax: (208) 334-2774     
 
Historical Museum and  
Education Programs  
610 North Julia Davis Drive  
Boise, Idaho 83702-7695  
Office: (208) 334-2120  
Fax: (208) 334-4059  
 
State Historic Preservation 
Office and Historic Sites 
Archeological Survey of Idaho  
210 Main Street  
Boise, Idaho 83702-7264  
Office: (208) 334-3861  
Fax: (208) 334-2775  
 
Statewide Sites: 
• Franklin Historic Site 
• Pierce Courthouse 
• Rock Creek Station and 
• Stricker Homesite 
 
Old Penitentiary  
2445 Old Penitentiary Road  
Boise, Idaho 83712-8254 
Office: (208) 334-2844  
Fax: (208) 334-3225  
 
Idaho State Archives 
2205 Old Penitentiary Road  
Boise, Idaho 83712-8250 
Office: (208) 334-2620 
Fax: (208) 334-2626 
 
North Idaho Office  
112 West 4th Street, Suite #7  
Moscow, Idaho 83843  
Office: (208) 882-1540  
Fax: (208) 882-1763 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Historical Society is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer. 
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December 31, 2012 
 
Mary McGown 
Idaho Department of Water Resources 
322 E. Front Street 
Boise, Idaho 83720 
 
RE: Castle Mountain Creeks Public Water System Improvement Project – 

Request for Comments for Preparation of an Environmental Information Document 
 
Dear Mary, 
 
The Castle Mountain Creeks Owners Association (CMC) is in the final planning phase of developing a 
drinking water system improvement project which could be in full or partially funded by the Idaho 
Drinking Water State Revolving Loan Fund. The purpose of this letter is to request your review and 
response regarding any environmental impacts that your agency may identify for this proposed project 
pursuant to the Idaho Department of Environmental Quality’s State Environmental Review Process 
which mirrors the National Environmental Policy Act. 

 
The proposed project consists of the following Scope of Work: 

 
Surface Water Intake System: 

 Replace 1 existing valve actuator in an existing vault at the intake location 
 Install three (3) new 2-inch flushing hydrants or blow-offs with new main line isolation 

valves at local “low” points along the existing raw water supply line.  Excavation and 
installation will occur within the existing dirt road which the water line is located within. 

 Install two (2) new air-vacuum valves on the existing raw water supply line. Excavation 
and installation will occur within the existing dirt road which the water line is located 
within. 

 
Water Treatment Plant (All work will be completed inside the existing building) 

 Install new chlorine feed pump in the existing treatment building 
 More frequent Granular Activated Carbon (GAC) replacement as needed to meet Idaho 

water quality requirements. 
Water Distribution System 

 Install approximately 1,650 lineal feet of  new 2-inch mainline 
 Install approximately 1,500 lineal feet of new 4-inch mainline 
 Install approximately 3,800 lineal feet of new 6-inch mainline 
 Install approximately 15 new gate valves 
 Install 4 new pressure reducing valves 
 Install 8 new pressure relief valves 
 Install 3 new booster pump stations 
 Install 4 new flushing hydrants 
 Tie over approximately 18 existing service connections 

 
With the exception of the booster pump stations, all water distribution system work will occur within the 
existing gravel roadway easements which extend 25’ either side of centerline for a total width of 50’.  
This work is being accomplished to upgrade the existing water distribution system.  The distribution 
system is not being expanded to serve additional customers as part of this work. 
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The booster pump stations are very small, approximate 1 HP booster pumps that will be located in 
small approximate 4’x8’ below grade vaults adjacent to the existing roadways.  Booster Pump Station 
1B will be located on the existing reservoir and water treatment plant site.  Significant grading was 
performed on this site over a decade ago during construction of the treatment plant and reservoirs to 
create a flat construction site. 
 
Booster Pump Stations 2B and 7B will be located within approximately 20’ of the existing traveled 
surface and will require minor excavation and clearing for setting the vault and excavating the water 
line trenches.  We anticipate that these vaults will be located adjacent to the shoulder of the roadway 
outside of the traveled way. 
 
The project is being proposed to bring this Public Water System into compliance with DEQ 
requirements and to replace aging infrastructure that is approaching the end of its anticipated service 
life. Enclosed are maps of the proposed project planning area that depict the proposed project 
improvements and area of potential effect for all construction activities.  
 
You will note that there are two streams shown on the attached maps that flow from west to east.  The 
northern stream is Warm Springs Creek.  This is a perennial stream that serves as the domestic water 
source for the community.  The southern stream is an unnamed intermittent stream. No work is 
planned or will impact these streams below the ordinary high water mark. There are two locations 
where the proposed water lines will cross these streams.  In these locations the waterline will be 
located within the existing roadway.  At these crossing locations the streams are conveyed across the 
roadway in a piped conduit.  The waterlines will simply be bored or tunneled below the piped drainage 
conduit to provide the necessary vertical separation.  The drainage conduits will remain in service and 
will be protected in place. These improvements are being constructed in “upland” areas mapped as 
“Zone X” on FEMA FIRM map numbers 16015C0129 B and 16015C0150 B (see attached).  
 
We request that you advise us of any comments that you may have regarding this project within 30 
days, so that CMC can proceed with the completion of the Environmental Information Document.   
 
Please respond with questions, comments or concerns regarding this project to the consulting 
engineer, Brian Wilkinson at SPF Water Engineering.  Contact information is provided below.   
 
Brian Wilkinson, P.E. 
SPF Water Engineering  
300 E. Mallard Drive, Suite 350  
Boise, Idaho  83706 
 
 
Sincerely, 
SPF Water Engineering 
 
 
 
 
Brian Wilkinson, P.E. 
 
c. File 666.0050 
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Brian Wilkinson

From: Kelly, Patrick <Patrick.Kelly@idwr.idaho.gov>
Sent: Thursday, January 03, 2013 11:58 AM
To: Brian Wilkinson
Cc: McGown, Mary
Subject: RE: Castle Mtn Creeks Request for Comments

Categories: 666.0050 Castle Mtn

Mr. Wilkinson, 
The proposed development for Castle Mtn. Creeks is located within an area designated by FEMA as Zone X, as shown in 
the FIRMS that were attached in your development request for comments. These areas are determined to be outside of 
any Special Flood Hazard Area and are not required to meet specific floodplain standards. 
 
Thank you for the notice, 
Patrick Kelly 
Mapping Assistant 
Idaho Department of Water Resources 
(208)287‐4933 
 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Brian Wilkinson [mailto: ] 
Sent: Monday, December 31, 2012 3:24 PM 
To: McGown, Mary 
Subject: Castle Mtn Creeks Request for Comments 
 
Hi Mary, 
 
Ester Ceja at IDEQ requested that I forward the attached information to you to see if you have any comments or 
concerns regarding a small community water system improvement project in Garden Valley. 
Specifically, the proposed water line will cross two existing streams. 
The crossings will occur within the existing gravel roadway where the streams are piped through the road section in 
drainage culverts.  No work within the stream channels is proposed.  Please let me know if you have any questions.  I can 
forward pictures of the proposed crossing sites if needed.   
 
Best Regards, 
 
Brian Wilkinson, P.E. 
SPF Water Engineering, LLC 
300 E. Mallard Drive, Suite 350 
Boise, Idaho 83706 
(Tel) 208.383.4140 
(Fax) 208.383.4156 
bwilkinson@spfwater.com 
 
 
 



ATTACHMENT	7:	STREAM	CROSSING	INFORMATION	



FPS



CASTLE MOUNTAIN CREEKS STREAM CROSSING PHOTOS (TAKEN DECEMBER 29, 2012) 

 

Picture 1: Warm Springs Creek Crossing‐ Overall Site Photo 
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Picture 2: Warm Springs Creek Crossing 
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Picture 3: Warm Springs Creek‐ Inlet Headwall (looking slightly downstream) 

   

PROPOSED WATER LINE 

HORIZONTAL LOCATION 

NEAR ROAD CENTERLINE  
EXISTING PIPE‐ARCH 

CULVERT INLET WITH 

CONCRETE HEADWALL 



 

Picture 4: Warm Springs Creek Outfall (Looking Upstream) 
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Picture 5: Warm Springs Creek downstream of outfall and road crossing 
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BEGIN UNNAMED INTERRMITTENT STREAM PHOTOS 

 

Picture 6: Unnamed stream site location.     
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Picture 7: Unnamed Intermittent Stream Crossing‐ Site Location 
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Picture 8: Unnamed intermittent Stream 12" culvert inlet (looking downstream) 
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Picture 9: Unnamed Intermittent Stream Culvert Outfall (looking upstream) 
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