
2.1.4 Medium Sand 

The following definitions may be used to determine if a soil texture is a medium sand: 

1. Conforms to the gradation requirements of American Society for Testing and 

Materials (ASTM) C-33 and less than 2% passes a #200 sieve (Table Error! No text of 

specified style in document.-1). 

2. Conforms to the USDA definition of a medium sand (Table 2-6). 

3. A sand with a mean particle size (D50) of no more than 0.5 millimeter (mm) and a 

coefficient of uniformity (Cu) of 8 or greater has been shown to sustain a biological 

mat and will be acceptable in systems under continual use. 

Table Error! No text of specified style in document.-1. Modified ASTM C-33 medium sand allowable 
particle size percent composition. 

Sieve Size Passing (%) 

4 95–100 

8 80–100 

16 50–85 

30 25–60 

50 10–30 

100 2–10 

200 < 2 

Table 2-6. United States Department of Agriculture test for medium sand. 

Sieve Size Millimeter Size Passing (%) 

4 2–10 100 

10 1–2 75 

16 0.1–1 50 

140 0.05–0.1 0–15 

 


