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See 40 CFR 131.2
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1. Beneficial uses – include aquatic life, recreation in and on 
the water, drinking water, etc… 
2. Criteria – minimum levels of water quality that fully protect 
uses 

Numeric 
Narrative 

3. Antidegradation Policy ‐ ensures existing and designated 
beneficial uses are maintained and protected, and that waters 
of high quality are not degraded unless necessary and in the 
public interest 

Also: Other policies affecting application and implementation, 
such as mixing zones, low flows, and variances. 
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USE OF WATER Human Heath Criterion

RECREATION Fish only

DOMESTIC
WATER SUPPLY

Water & 
fish
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BAF = 1  2.0 L H2O    +     0.0175 L, fish

BAF = 100 2.0 L H2O +    1.75 L, fish

BAF = 10,000 2.0 L H2O    +    175 L, fish

BAF = 1,000,000 2.0 L H2O    + 17,500 L, fish
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Compound CAS Number

Water & 
organisms

(µg/L)
C1

Organisms 
only

(µg/L)
C2

BCF

Antimony 7440360 5.6 640 1

Benzene 71432 2.2 51 5.2

Carbon Tetrachloride 56235 0.23 1.6 18.75

2-Chlorophenol 95578 81 150 134

Fluoranthene 206440 130 140 1150

PCBs n 0.000064 0.000064 31200
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Quality of Survey

Report FC Methods 
Reported QA/QC Representative 

Sample Annual Details on 
species & prep.

Peer 
review

Overall 
Rating

Adolfson Associates, 1995 1 1 1 1 0 1 0 9
ATSDR, 1989 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 7
CRITFIC, 1994 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 12
Harper et al, 2002 1 1 0 0 1 1 6
IDM Consulting, 1997 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 8
Landolt et al, 1985 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 4
Landolt et al, 1987 0 1 1 1 0 1 1 9
Lummi Tribe 2012 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 12
Mayfield et al, 2007 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 8
McCallum 1985 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 3
Pierce et al, 1981 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 3
Ridolfi, 2007 1 1 1 0 1 1 0 8
SRHD, 1998 0 1 0 1 1 1 0 6
Suquamish Tribe, 2000 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 12
Toy et al, 1996 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 10
USEPA, 1999 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 12
USEPA, 2002 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 11
WADOH, 1991 1 1 0 1 0 1 1 9
WADOH, 1997 1 1 0 1 0 1 1 9
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Science

Risk
ManagementPolicy
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“The Agency has recently developed the Relative 
Source Contribution (RSC) Policy for assessing total 
human exposure to a contaminant and apportioning 
the RfD among the media of concern, published for the 
first  time in this Methodology.”

“AWQC for the protection of human health are designed 
to minimize the risk of adverse effects occurring to 
humans from chronic (lifetime) exposure to substances 
through the ingestion of drinking water and 
consumption of fish obtained from surface waters.” 
[emphasis added]
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