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HAYDEN 
IDAHO

Spokane ‐ Rathdrum Prairie Aquifer

HAYDEN

SOLE SOURCE AQUIFIER

Designation ‐Sole Source Aquifer (Federal Register 
Vol. 43, No. 28, 1978) 

1978 EPA designated the Spokane Valley‐
Rathdrum Prairie Aquifer as a Sole Source 
Aquifer.   Reasons:

•Principal Source of Drinking water for the area

•If contaminated would become a significant hazard  
to public health

•No alternative drinking water source(s)

•Aquifer is vulnerable to contamination

•Has very good water quality

IDAHO STATE

Designation – Sensitive Resource Aquifer 
In 1997 Board of Environmental Quality designated 
the Rathdrum Prairie Aquifer as a Sensitive Resource 
Aquifer.

Criteria –Sensitive Resource Aquifer

• The water quality is better than the ground water 
quality standards and maintenance of quality is 
needed to protect beneficial uses   

• The ground water in the aquifer is considered to 
» be highly vulnerable

• The ground water in the aquifer represents an
» irreplaceable source for beneficial use
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IRRIGATION RATE 
PER CROP PER YEAR

• OATS – 7 INCHES PER ACRE

• ALFALFA – 13 INCHES PER ACRE

• POPLAR – 11 TO 21 INCHES PER ACRE
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RATHDRUM PRAIRIE 
AGRI-MET STATION 
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HAWAII vs IDAHO REUSE 

• SAME GROUND WATER ISSUES
• SIMILAR REUSE REGULATIONS

R-1 vs Class B
Reverse Osmosis = R-2
Reuse Water Spill Reportable
Golf Course Irrigation

IRRIGATE 300+ DAYS / YEAR
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NEWS FLASH
The North Idaho Building Contractors 
Association has filed a lawsuit against the city 
of Hayden challenging the legality of a building 
permit fee. The nonprofit trade association 
lawsuit claims the sewer capitalization fee is 
being used to generate revenue for the city 
and expand the city sewer system. They claim 
the fee, should only be used to pay for 
“operation and maintenance of the existing 
system”.  The association position is that the 
City can’t use the money collected through the 
sewer capitalization fee to expand the system.


