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1. Suggest revising the reference of fecal coliform from “fecal coliform (including E. coli)”
to “fecal coliform or E. coli” or “E. coli (previously known as fecal coliform).”

Rationale: To clarify drafted regulation language to verify if testing for only E. coli is
acceptable, since E. coli are a better indicator for fecal contamination versus fecal
coliform, thus more protective to human health.

While the revised drafted language of “fecal coliform (including E. coli)” indicates that
E. coli are included in the fecal coliform bacteria group, it is unclear if the regulation will
allow testing for only E. coli instead of testing for fecal coliforms. The group of fecal
coliforms includes E. coli, Klebsiella, Enterobacter, and Citrobacter species [1,2] and
when testing for fecal coliforms, the population of the bacteria present can affect the fecal
coliform results. For example, Klebsiella, Enterobacter, and Citrobacter species are false-
positive indicators of fecal contamination as they are from nonfecal origin [2]. E. coli are
the only bacteria, of the coliform bacteria group, that come from the intestinal tract, have
found to be more specific to the detection of fecal contamination.

If the department will accept E. coli only results, in place of testing for fecal coliforms,
we suggest revising the draft language for the fecal coliform reference. However, we
understand that changing the bacteria requirement, from fecal coliform to E. coli, could
be beyond the scope of the current proposed changes to the IDAPA 58.01.25, but we
hope that the Department will consider this revision to better protect public health.
IDEXX appreciates the opportunity to provide this comment and looks forward to the
next steps in the rule changing process.

DEQ Response: No change. As the result of a previous IDEXX comment, DEQ has
proposed changing the rule language to “fecal coliform (including E. coli).”” At this time,
we believe further changes are not necessary, and we can reevaluate the language in the
future if issues arise.
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