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North Fork Coeur d’Alene River Watershed Advisory Group 
 

Draft Meeting Notes 
June 22, 2017 
1:00 – 3:00 pm 

US Forest Service Bldg., Smelterville, ID 
 

 
 
Next meeting: Saturday, August 19, 2017 - RIVER CLEANUP 
  
Please visit the WAG website:  
http://www.deq.idaho.gov/north-fork-cda-river-subbasin-wag  

 
Contact:   
Kajsa Van de Riet at (208) 666-4633 or kajsa.vanderiet@deq.idaho.gov  

 
 
Participants: Kajsa Van de Riet, Rocky Banks, Josh McDonald, Erin Radford, Jeff Price, 
Sandra Raskell, Sandy Schlepp, Barb Hansen  
 
Meeting Purpose: To convene the Watershed Advisory Group for the purposes of water quality 
improvements and protection in the North Fork Coeur d’Alene River Subbasin through Total 
Maximum Daily Load development and implementation.  
 
If there are questions about these notes, mistakes or omissions, please contact Kajsa Van de 
Riet at DEQ.  
 

 Introductions, review agenda, & distribute previous meeting notes  
 

 Updates from WAG members -  
 

o DEQ - Kajsa Van de Riet shared updates for DEQ including:  
 

 There is a new historical book on gold mining in the North Fork Subbasin 
called The Coeur d’Alenes Gold Rush by Tony and Suzanne Bamonte. 
http://www.cdapress.com/article/20170515/ARTICLE/170519839  
 

 The application period for DEQ’s 319 grant program for nonpoint source 
pollution reduction is open. Applications are due July 21, 2017.  
http://www.deq.idaho.gov/water-quality/grants-loans/nps-319-subgrants/  

 
 Idaho’s 2014 Integrated Report on statewide water quality was approved 

by EPA. This included 3 sediment delistings in the NFCDA Subbasin! 
http://www.deq.idaho.gov/water-quality/surface-water/monitoring-
assessment/integrated-report.aspx  

 
 Idaho’s draft 2016 Integrated Report is underway with 4 proposed 

sediment delistings in the NFCDA Subbasin, demonstrating even more 
water quality improvements in this area.  
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 Kajsa completed a Quality Assurance Project Plan and Field Sampling 

Plan for shade monitoring in Graham Creek this year. These plans are 
required for DEQ data collection efforts and will guide monitoring of 
Graham Creek with the Solar Pathfinder to determine if the stream is 
attaining shade targets and could be a candidate for temperature delisting 
in the future. This project has been a priority for the WAG for a long time 
and will finally be implemented in September 2017. These planning 
documents will be posted to the WAG web page.  
 

o Forest Service - Melissa Hendrickson gave brief updates on current projects.  
 

 Beaver Creek Project - The project was divided into three timber sales. 
The White Beaver sale was sold and some road work completed so far. 
Kings Pass and King Beaver sales also sold recently. Some road work is 
underway near Kings Pass.  
 

 Bottom Canyon Project - The Lone Cabin timber sale sold recently as a 
stewardship contract. The sale also includes some road 
decommissioning.  

 
 Potters Wheel Project - Some brushing and grading in the area will be 

completed in 2017.  
 

 Settlers Grove - The area has reopened since fire damage sustained in 
2015.  

 

 Respect the River 2017 Plans -  
 

o Banner - Barb Hansen shared a draft design for a new large banner. The group 
liked it and Barb will have it printed and posted as soon as possible. The new 
design is similar to the old one, but freshened up with a little more color.  
 

o Sign - Kajsa got estimates on sign materials and will be working through the final 
cost estimates and logistics to get the sign fabricated and installed. Support from 
Avista, the Forest Service, IDFG, and Shoshone County are all very important to 
the project.  

 
o River Cleanup - Unfortunately, the Fly Casters will not be able to host lunch for 

the river cleanup. However, we will still go forward with plans for Saturday August 
19th with the Graham Creek dispersed camping area as the gathering place. Barb 
and Kajsa are going to work on the logistics and ideas for refreshments, and 
begin getting the word out for the event.  

 

 The Multiple Uses of LiDAR - Melissa Hendrickson, USFS Hydrologist, gave a 
PowerPoint presentation about recent uses of LiDAR for watershed planning and newly 
acquired data. In 2015, LiDAR was flown for the Potters Wheel area in the northwest 
part of the subbasin. In 2016, data were collected for the Fernan/Wolf Lodge/Blue Creek 
watersheds . In 2017, data will be (were?) collected for almost all of the west side of the 
NFCDA Subbasin. The data have many uses as described in the presentation posted on 
the WAG webpage. 


