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The Boise WaterShed

• History of Water Education in Boise
• Current Programs
• Boise WaterShed
• WaterShed Partnerships
• Facility and Exhibit Designs



The Boise WaterShed

• In the Beginning…
• Water education was limited
• Environmental laws first, education 

second
• The local school district was not 

interested in partnerships
• “You cannot learn if it is entertaining”
• The public was interested and eager 



The Boise WaterShed

• Perseverance
• Hard Work
• Creativity
• Outstanding team members



The Boise WaterShed

• Multi-faceted education program
• Classroom Presentations
• Tours and Field Trips
• Festivals
• Television partnerships
• Summer camps
• Displays
• Events
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The Boise WaterShed

• Educational Goals
• Where Technology meets Education
• Interactive & hands-on
• Humor to engage
• Science to inspire
• Visuals that personalize the experience
• Natural processes
• Stewardship



The Boise WaterShed

• West Boise Wastewater Treatment 
Facility

• Adjacent to the Boise River
• $2 million
• $220,000 in public art funds



The Boise WaterShed

• 6,500 square feet
• 65 foot tall observation tower
• 40 seat theater/training space
• Library and resource area
• LEED designed
• Interpretive Water Feature



The Boise WaterShed

• Opening in mid-2008
• 15,000 visitors
• 4th – 6th Grade focus
• Available for training and adult 

groups 
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