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6   General Permits, Dredge and Fill Permits, and FERC Licenses 
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A number of relatively similar discharges to surface waters may be a
single general NPDES permit issued by Region 10 EPA. Such discharges
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New or Reissued General Permits 

For general permits issued or reissued after July 1, 2011, antidegradation reviews will be 
conducted for the entire class of general permittees at the time DEQ reviews the permit to 
decide whether or not to certify the general permit complies with state water quality 
standards. Antidegradation reviews will focus on pollutants that may contribute to water 
quality degradation, and will examine whether water quality criteria are met, whether 
degradation is likely to occur, and whether the permit conditions or permit record 
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6.2 §404 Dredge and Fill Permits  

Section 404 of the Clean Water Act regulates the placement of dredged or fill material 
into “waters of the United States.” The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE or the 
Corps) administers the §404 permit program dealing with these activities (e.g., wetland 
fills, in-stream sand/gravel work, etc.) in cooperation with the EPA and in consultation 
with other public agencies. 
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• Requiring additional or more stringent effluent limitations and any ot
and monitoring requirements necessary to ensure compliance wi
antidegradation provisions. 
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To ensure that antidegradation and other water quality protection requirem
considered, reviewed, and met in a comprehensive and efficient manner, th
requirements will be addressed and implemented through DEQ’s §401 wate
certification processes. Under this approach, applicants who fulfill the term
conditions of applicable §404 permits and the terms and conditions of the correspond

Additional antidegradation considerations may be incorporated into §404
corresponding §401 certifications at the time of permit issuance.  
  
For activities covered under §404 general permits (e.g., “nationwide” or “r
permits), the antidegradation review will be conducted at the time DEQ is 
general permit for §401 certification.  Similar to the process for general 
the antidegradation review will focus on po
degradation and will examine whether water quality criteria are met, whether degr
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(e.g., preserving vegetation, stream bank stability, and basic drainage). As part of this 
evaluation, DEQ will consider cumulative impacts from other sources or impacts that 
result from an activity over a long period of time.    
 
For discharges of dredged or fill material covered under an individual §40
ACOE must ensure that the §404(b)(1) guidelines have been met (40 
These guidelines require that all appropriate alternatives to avoid and minim
degradation be evaluated. DEQ will coordinate with the Corps and the app
that the analysis conducted

4 permit, the 
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RC) licenses the operation of dams that 
generate hydroelectric power. Applicants for these licenses are required to obtain §401 
water quality certification. DEQ’s certification will look at conditions that are necessary 
to comply with Idaho water quality standards, including antidegradation provisions. 
 
Although dams merely impound water rather than adding anything to it, they may affect 
water quality in the impoundment and downstream. Water quality certification and 
antidegradation review thus are focused not on the effect of a traditional discharge but on 
the changes in water quality that may result from the dam and its impoundment and how 
operations may alter that quality. 

antidegradation review requirements. 

6.3 Federal Energy Regulatory Commission Licenses  

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FE
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DEQ may place conditions on operations or require other actions to ensure compliance 
with the antidegradation provisions. Applicants who fulfill the terms and conditions of an 
applicable FERC license and the terms and conditions of the corresponding §401 water 
quality certification will have fulfilled antidegradation requirements. Where there will be 
significant degradation, DEQ will evalute whether the project is necessary to 
accommodate important social or economic development.  
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