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4.18.1 Description 

A pit privy is a building that contains a stool, urinal, or seattoilet facility located over an 

excavation in natural soil for the disposal of blackwastes. 

4.18.2 Approval Conditions 

1. Surface water will be excluded. 

2. Pit privies shall not be located in floodways. 

2. Distance limitationsEffective soil depths (IDAPA 58.01.03.008.02.c) and separation 

distances (IDAPA 58.01.03.008.02.d) of a standard trench canshall be met from the pit 

excavation with the following exceptions:  

a. Clay soils of all types are acceptable. 

b. Impermeable layer restrictions are waived. 

3. DwellingStructures on the property isshall not be served by water under pressure, or a 

standard system could otherwise be constructed. 

4. The Ppit shouldshall be abandoned when the sewageblackwaste comes within 16 inches 

of the ground surface. 

5. The pit privy installation permit shall contain a statement that requires the pit and 

structure be abandoned upon the installation of a subsurface sewage disposal system 

4.18.3 Pit Construction Requirements 

1. Area where the privy is placed must be:  

a. Firm and level for at least 12 inches from the sides of the building. and  

b. sShall be at least 612 inches above the highest ground elevation as measured 

18 inches from the sides of the building. 

c. Shall be graded at a maximum slope of 3:1 starting 18 inches from the sides of the 

building. 

2. Bottom of the pit should be between 3 and 6 feet below the original ground level.  

23. Volume of the pitPit dimensions should be at least 3 feet wide on all sides and 4 feet 

deep, but no deeper than 6 feet below original ground level 50 gallons per seat.  

3. Pit cribbing, when required, shall: 

a. Fit firmly 

b. Be in uniform contact with the earth walls on all sides. 

c. Rise at least 6 inches above the original ground line and descend to the full depth of 

the pit. 



4.18.4 Building Construction Requirements 

Pit privy buildings must be constructed to meet the same requirements as portable sanitation unit 

buildings except for the following:  

1. The privy building shall be firmly anchored and rigidly constructed. 

2. All openings, spaces, and cracks that would permit flies to access the pit must be no 

wider than one-sixteenth of an inch. This would include doors and seats when closed. 

3. Doors shall be self-closing. 

4. The privy building shall be ventilated with two screened openings that each have a cross-

sectional area of 1 ft
2
 per seat located at the top of opposite walls. 

5. All gaps larger than one-sixteenth of an inch shall be screened with a maximum screen 

size of 16-mesh. 

6. The pit must be vented through the building with a screened flue or vent stack having a 

cross-sectional area of at least 7 squareminimum diameter of 3 inches per seat and 

extending at least 12 inches above the roof of the building. 

7. The seat opening shall be at least 12 inches from the side walls in all privies and spaced 

so that there is at least 24 inches between seats in multiple-seat installations. 

8. The seat shall have an inside clearance of at least 21 inches from the front wall and 24 

inches from the rear wall of the privy. 

9. The seat top shall not be less than 12 inches nor more than 20 inches above the floor. 

10. The floor and toilet riser shall be built of nonabsorbent and sealed material or tongue and 

groove lumber and in a manner to deny access to insects. 

11. The seat shall be constructed of nonabsorbent material. 

4.18.5 Abandoning a Pit Privy 

1. The privy building should be either:dismantled and the portions of the building that may 

have come into contact with human sewage should be disposed of in a landfill.  

a. Dismantled  

b. Moved to cover a freshly dug pit, or  

c. Stored for future use as a privy building 

2. The pit shall be filled with soil, that is free of rock, and graded to allowing for about 

12 inches of settling.  

3. The site should be marked and protected from traffic or excavation activities. 


