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Financial Tools and Resources 
for Source Water Protection 



Costs and Benefits of Protection 

 

 

Cost of Contamination: 

• Treatment , clean-up and 
remediation 

• Source replacement 

• Decommissioning wells 

• Additional regulations and 
monitoring requirements 

• Loss of property values 

• Health related costs 

• Loss of public trust 
 
 

Benefits of Protection: 

• Reduced health risks 

• Reduced treatment costs 

• Healthy ecosystems and 
recreational benefits 

• Public and consumer 
confidence 

• Economic benefits, 
increased property value 
 
 



How Do You Pay for Protection? 

The funding puzzle: 

• Recognize each land use and 
activity has different funding 
options. 

• Identify partners and leverage 
resources. 

• Broad-based sources of funding 
leads to broad-based support for 
your objectives. 



Piecing Together the Funding Puzzle 

Identify land uses, 
contaminants, and 
activities in your 
protection area and 
identify related funding 
sources and partners. 



Funding Sources 

DEQ Funding Programs 

• 319 Non Point Source Grant 

• Brownfields Assessment Program 

• SRF Grants and Loans 

• SWP Grant 



Searchable Funding Databases 

• Catalog of Federal Funding for Watershed Protection 
ofmpub.epa.gov/apex/watershedfunding/f?p=fedfund:1 

• Grants.Gov                                                                        
www.grants.gov  

• Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance:         
www.cfda.gov/ 

• Foundation Center                                      
foundationcenter.org/ 

• Idaho Community Foundation                   
www.idcomfdn.org/ 

• Directory of Watershed Resources  

• efc.boisestate.edu/watershed/Home/tabid/178/Default.aspx 

https://ofmpub.epa.gov/apex/watershedfunding/f?p=fedfund:1
http://www.grants.gov/
http://www.cfda.gov/
http://foundationcenter.org/
http://www.idcomfdn.org/
http://efc.boisestate.edu/watershed/Home/tabid/178/Default.aspx


Directory of Watershed Resources  



Local Funding Sources 

Taxes: A financial charge imposed on an individual or 
legal entity by a state or functional equivalent. (sales, 
income, property taxes) 
  
Fees: User fees charged to consumers for the use of a 
product or service. (water utility fee, impact fee)  
 
Special Districts: Independent government entity 
formed to provide and finance governmental services 
for a specific geographical area.  Residents pay taxes to 
finance the improvements from which they will benefit.   



Source Water Protection Using Water Rates 

Examples: 

• Central Arkansas Water, Arkansas: $5.40-$8.16 
monthly Watershed Protection Fee. 

• Raleigh, North Carolina: $5.40 annual Watershed 
Protection Fee. 

• Bellingham, Washington: $5 (metered) and $12 
(non metered) monthly Watershed Rate.  

• Aquifer Protection District, Kootenai County, 
Idaho 

 



Financial Tools 

Guidebook of Financial Tools: 
Provides information  on 
various funding tools for 
environmental programs.   
 

http://www2.epa.gov/envirofinance 
 

http://www2.epa.gov/envirofinance
http://www2.epa.gov/envirofinance


Technical Assistance 

Environmental Finance Center : assistance with rate 
setting, capacity development, planning/prioritizing, and 
watershed finance. http://efc.boisestate.edu/ 
 
Idaho Rural Water Association: assistance with rate 
setting, capacity development, operator and board 
training, protection planning.  www.irwa.sharepoint.com/   
 
Rural Community Assistance Corporation: 
assistance with water and waste water capacity 
development operator training, financing. 
http://www.rcac.org/idaho 
 
 
 

http://efc.boisestate.edu/
http://efc.boisestate.edu/
http://efc.boisestate.edu/
http://www.irwa.sharepoint.com/
http://www.rcac.org/idaho
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www.deq.idaho.gov/swpGrant  

Source Water  
Protection Grant 

Online Application 



Eligible Applicants 

Eligible applicants include:  

 public water systems (PWS)*  

 educational institutions 

 non-profit organizations  

 local governments  

 special districts  

 associations 



Eligible Activities 

Projects that protect 
the physical 
extraction structure - 
well, spring or intake 
structure (fencing) 

 



Eligible Activities 

 Removing Contaminant 
Pathway 

 Contaminant source 
identification 

 Education and outreach 

 Contaminant removal  

 Contaminant management 
 

Projects that address contaminants within source 



Ineligible Activities 

Ineligible activities include: 
 

 treatment, transmission, 
distribution,  consolidation, or 
storage of drinking water  

 operation and maintenance of a  
   drinking water system 

 exclusively funding personnel  



Evaluation criteria 

Evaluation criteria includes: 
 

 Vulnerability of the source 
 Types and priority of existing or 

potential contaminants  
 Protection plan or program  
 Proximity to source(s)  
 Deficiencies 
 Priority area(s) 
 Match 

 



Selection Process 

 Regional teams score proposals based on predefined 
evaluation criteria and points 

 Top projects compete at statewide selection meeting 

 Final projects approved by DEQ Director and EPA 



Previously Funded Projects 

• Fencing around drinking water sources 

• Decommissioning wells  

• School monitoring project (surface water source) 

• Development of county SWP plan 

• Household hazardous waste collection event 

• Monitoring to identify sources of existing 
contamination to the drinking water aquifer 

• Various educational projects including drinking water 
protection media campaign, school water festival, 
nutrient BMP education project, and countywide 
source water education programs 



SWP Grant Funding 

Funding for 2013 grant cycle: 

 $100K  available 

 $10K maximum award 
amount per project for local 
projects  

 $15K maximum award 
amount per project for 
regional projects 

 

  
 



2013 SWP Grant Schedule 

2013 Grant Schedule 
 

 Online applications opened 
August  26, 2013 

 Applications due October 
25, 2013 

 Awards made early 2014 





DEQ Staff Resources 

Contacts: 

 State Office: Amy Williams 

 Boise: Julia Achabal 

 Twin Falls: Irene Nautch 

 Pocatello: David Goings 

 Idaho Falls: Flint Hall 

 Lewiston: Anna Moody 

 Coeur d’Alene: Yvonne Pettit 



 

Thank You. 
 

Questions? 
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